
 

 
      

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  
 

 

VA Voice: August 2024 

   

 

  
 

 

Thank you for a Great Annual Conference! 

  

 

 

Leadership Amplified: Inspire | Innovate | Ignite 

Did you miss the 2024 Annual Conference? Don't worry- we put together a recap of 
the event. It's like you were there! 

Read it Here! 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

https://www.mpi.org/docs/librariesprovider14/event-recaps/mpi-august-newsletter---2024-ac-recap.pdf?sfvrsn=d3c34b55_3
https://www.mpi.org/chapters/virginia


 

  
 

 

Congratulations to our 2025 Board of Directors! 

  

 

 

President- Dwight Driskill 

Immediate Past President- Martina James 

President-Elect- Penny Guiles 

VP of Education- Tracy Fink 

VP of Finance- Brittany Rice 

VP of Communications- Shamera Stewart 

VP of Membership- Heather Buss 

Director of Quarterly Events- Rachael Holt 

Director of Communications- Lauren Keys 

Director of Sponsorship- Kathleen Hinger 

Ready to get invovled? Reach out to Megan Hazzard.  
  

 

 

  
 

 

MPI Virginia Upcoming Events 

  

 

mailto:Megan@henricosea.com


 

 

 

 

 

September Morning Brew Meet-Up 

Virginia Crossings Hotel, Glen Allen, VA 

September 17th, 2024,  8:00am-
9:30am 

Register Here 

FREE for MPI-VA Members   
$10.00 Fee for Non-Members 
  

  

 

October Morning Brew Meet-Up 

Lost Office Collaborative, Richmond, 
VA 

Octobre 16th, 2024,  8:00am-9:30am 

Register Here 

FREE for MPI-VA Members   
$10.00 Fee for Non-Members 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November Quarterly Education & 
Networking Program 

November 19th, 2:00pm -  November 
20th, 12:00pm 

Member: $105.00 Non-Member: 
$120.00 

https://web.cvent.com/event/92746522-43d0-46dd-bedb-669fe4ed2f4f/summary
https://web.cvent.com/event/cfff17c1-0ec3-46d7-9bc7-fb8d2e19d26d/summary


 

Hilton Norfolk the Main 

Norfolk, VA 

Register Here 

  

  

 

December Chapter Meet-Up 

Colonial Williamsburg Resorts,  
Williamsburg, VA 

December 12th, 2024,  
5:00pm-7:00pm 

Register Here 

FREE for MPI-VA Members  
$10.00 Fee for Non-Members 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Step back in time and celebrate with MPI Virginia at Colonial Williamsburg Resorts 
December 12th from 5pm-7pm! Immerse yourself in history by exploring a vibrant 
18th-century city, 5 flexible accommodations, 70,000 sq. ft. of meeting space and 
world-class amenities! 
  

 

 

 

 

 

Save the Date: February Quarterly 
Education & Networking Program 

February 11th, 2:00pm -  February 
12th, 12:00pm 

Member: $105.00 Non-Member: 
$120.00 

https://cvent.me/ol8RDK
https://web.cvent.com/event/02b422c6-5665-4ce3-a488-6798a9805832/summary


 

Richmond Marriott Downtown 

Richmond, VA 

Registration will open soon! 
  

  

 

  
 

 

Membership News 

  

 

 

MPI’s annual Membership and Chapter Satisfaction Survey is one of the 
most  important tools we have for capturing the thoughts of members. Don’t miss 
the chance to  help shape the future of our association. Upon completion of the 
survey, you will be entered  for a chance to win a $100 Amazon gift card or a one-
time renewal of your MPI Membership.  TODAY is the last day to take your survey- 
let us know your thoughts now! 
  

 

 

Take the Survey Here! 

  

 

https://meetingprofessionals.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_6ApNSnPbTNYeya2


 

 

 

 

 

Need help finding your Member ID? 
Follow the steps below.  

• From www.mpi.org, click Log In 
at the top right of the page  

• Once logged in, click your 
name at the top right  

• Click Account Settings  

• Click Membership &  Billing 
from left side 

• Your Member ID is listed near 
the center of the page under 
Membership Information  

  

  

 

  
 

 

The MPI Foundation is a non-profit organization that will celebrate 40 years in 2024 
as the leading meeting and event industry foundation devoted to funding grants, 
scholarships, and pan-industry research for the people who need it most. 

Whether you’re an industry veteran or just getting started in your career, the MPI 
Foundation is committed to giving back to you and your industry, making you both 
stronger. A donation to the MPI Foundation helps secure the meeting and event 
profession for the future. When you help the people who bring people together, you 
help change the world.  

Member Support from the MPI Foundation 

The MPI Foundation offers grants for education, training, research and other 
special interest needs that enrich our industry as well as scholarships to 
complement MPI membership, education and career opportunities. With these 
grants and scholarships, together, we move this community and our global industry 
towards critical recovery.  
  

 

http://www.mpi.org/


 

Learn More! 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  
 

 

Happy August Membership Anniversaries! 

Ursula Dees, Americn Public Power Association- 5 Years 

Lauren Gilreath, Maritz- 2 Years 

Candace Fitch, Professor- 2 Years 

Shamera Stewart, American Physical Society- 1 Year 
  

 

 

  
 

Welcome New Members! 

Nadia Borta, Shamin Hotels 

Donna Casanave 

Lauren Keys, IBM 

https://www.mpi.org/foundation/who-we-are/about-the-mpi-foundation


 

Alexa Kirkpatrick, Linden Row Inn 

Janel Pleasant, Greater Richmond Convention Center 

Gillian Saul, Bellatrix Consulting Group 
  

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Want to shine a spotlight on who you are, personally and professionally? We're 
looking for members who want to be featured in the next issue of the VA VOICE. If 
that's you, please submit your profile today!  
  

 

 

  
 

 

Featured Article 

  

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScikUzCDbweXdOQrkdtTXo8rI9NnLFoV1hGa6WtR2RbCE5lVQ/viewform


 

 

 

 

 

Your Event Accessibility Checklist for More Inclusive Events 

According to the World Health Organization, 1.3 billion (1 in 6) people experience 
“significant disability.” That means that when you’re planning events, there’s almost 
certainly a large portion of your attendees who will require accommodations. For 
many, accessibility is a critical piece of what makes an event enjoyable—or even 
possible—to attend. 

So, how can you ensure you’re creating inclusive experiences? Use this event 
accessibility checklist to make sure you’re meeting attendees’ needs at every stage 
of your events. 
  

 

 

Read Here 

  

 

 

  
 

https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/disability-and-health#:%7E:text=Key%20facts,1%20in%206%20of%20us.
https://www.cvent.com/en/blog/events/event-planning-accessibility-tips-and-best-practices?utm_campaign=WGYC_Attendeeengagement--Blog--event_planning_for_accessibility&utm_medium=content_distribution_partner&utm_source=MPIG&utm_term=August_Blog_Post&utm_content=MPIG_CNTDS_080124&utm_prod=GEN&utm_reg=NA&utm_aud=PRO&utm_eng=ALL&utm_ver=ALLEC&utm_per=EO&utm_ptype=DG-TOFU&utm_bus=MMENT
https://www.cvent.com/en/blog/events/event-planning-accessibility-tips-and-best-practices?utm_campaign=WGYC_Attendeeengagement--Blog--event_planning_for_accessibility&utm_medium=content_distribution_partner&utm_source=MPIG&utm_term=August_Blog_Post&utm_content=MPIG_CNTDS_080124&utm_prod=GEN&utm_reg=NA&utm_aud=PRO&utm_eng=ALL&utm_ver=ALLEC&utm_per=EO&utm_ptype=DG-TOFU&utm_bus=MMENT
https://www.mpi.org/blog/article/your-event-accessibility-checklist-for-more-inclusive-events


 

Thank You to our Sponsors! 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.kalaharimeetings.com/
https://www.cvent.com/
https://graduatehotels.com/richmond
https://cgluxurycandles.com/
https://www.marriott.com/en-us/hotels/orfdb-delta-hotels-virginia-beach-waterfront/overview/
https://www.forumhotelcharlottesville.com/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=Brand-Hotel%20Name_EXT&utm_term=kimpton%20forum%20hotel%20charlottesville&adpos=%7badpos%7d&creative=645934665755&device=c&matchtype=e&network=g&gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAiA75itBhA6EiwAkho9e4e4cOcgKuYFydNP9FlP79RQUXC07HptSe4-pn8sDF-sdKNR4e1GYBoCh20QAvD_BwE


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

     

 

  
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

MPI Virginia Chapter | 1307 W Morehead St | Suite 207 | Charlotte | NC | 28208 | US 
  

 

 

The VA Voice Newsletter is your monthly source for member news, events, and 
industry updates. It's produced for members and non-members alike. Have a 
colleague or prospective member who could benefit from receiving the VA Voice? 
Email Claire to have them added to our distribution list. 
claire@themanagementoffice.com. 
  

 

 

If you no longer want to receive emails from VA Voice, please click here to opt-out.  
  

       

 

 
 

 

mailto:claire@themanagementoffice.com
https://www.cvent.com/e.aspx?5E,C1,1405688E-D002-4598-B0EF-CC48227BF20F,5507BF2D-4B27-4DB1-9E0F-674FF7AF4237,e5287346-2a98-4668-b96d-7311dd674e94
http://www.cvent.com/
https://www.instagram.com/mpivirginia/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/MPIVirginiaChapter/
https://twitter.com/mpivirginia?lang=en
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/4108954/


 


